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tionabie men, or to provide against preponderance of the Indian
vote In future.   I am confident that the Indians .have no wish to
see ignorant Indians who cannot possibly be expected to under-
stand the value of a vote being placed on- the Voters3 List. They
submit that all are not such, and that such are to be found,
more or less. In all communities. The object of every right-minded
Indian is to fall in with the wishes of the European Colonists as
far as possible. They would rather forgo a crumb from the loaf
than have the whole in opposition to the European Colonists and
from England. The object of this appeal is to beseech the legis-
lators and the European Colonists to devise or countenance only
such a measure, if one is necessary, that would be acceptable
also to those affected by it. To make the position clearer, I
would take the - liberty to show by extracts from a Blue-book
what the most eminent Colonists have thought about the question.
Mr. SaunderSj a member of the late Honourable Legislative
Council, could go only thus far:
The mere definition that these signatures must be in full and in
the elector's own handwriting and written in European characters would
go a long way to check the extreme risk of the Asiatic mind swamping
the English (Affairs of Natal, C 3796-1883).
At page 7 of the same book Captain Graves, the late Protector
of Immigrants^ says:
I am of opinion that only those Indians who have abandoned all
claim for themselves and their families to a free return passage to India
are justly entitled to the franchise.
It should be noticed that Captain Graves spoke of the Indians
recognized by his departments i.e., the indentured Indians.
The then Attorney-General and present Chief Justice says:
It will be noticed that the measure drafted by me contains clauses
which have been adopted from the recommendations of the Select Com-
mittee providing for the carrying out of the alternative plan mentioned in
Mr. Saunders*s letter, while the proposal for the special disqualification of
aliens has not been considered advisable of adoption.
At page 14 of the same book he says again;
As regards the proposal to exclude from the exercise of the fran-
chise all persons of every nationality or race which is not in every respect
under the common law of the' Colony, this is a provision evidently aimed
at the electoral rights at present enjoyed by the Indian and Creole popu-
lation of this Colony. As I have already stated in my report, Serial No.
12, I cannot recognize the justice or expediency of such a -measure.